
THE second edition of tht: book CCM~~ published work up to and ~~~udi~g 1955, It fallows the Fame 
general outline of the first edition whose main object was to intr~du~ belay readers to results 
~ub~s~~d in otter count&s in a ~~~~~~~~~n ‘ad, I%#? ~rn~~~is t~r~ug~~ut is ti on the 
chemical rather than the p~ysi~h~rnic~~ or p ogical pmperties of proteins. 113 res~et it 
is without doubt a worthy su~s~r ta the old ~itiQn and w311& w~~~~rn~d by the marry ~h~rnis~ 
and ~i~ch~rnis~ who profited from the first sedition, The vast arnQu~t of material-tb~r~ are some 
1650 r~f~r~~~s, Mary multi s been a tat~~~~y and clearly r~v~w~d. The ~u~~~us 
r~f~r~~~es to ulder WC& still ant in m d~v~~~~rn~~t form an ~s~ia~~y va~uab~ con- 
tributi~n~ 

The five chapter in the first half af the bo& deaI with arni~~ acids as units of prut~~s~ ~~t~d~~ 
properties and reactions of proteins, hydrolysis of proteins and briefly with some p&n& of protein 
structure. The rest of the bouk ~urn~~~ only one additional charter which is ~~~~~~d with a 
mare d~ta~ed d~~~ssi~~ of the ~rn~~~ant rn~rn~rs of the! seveven general soups of proteins, namely 
~bumi~s, ~i~b~ms~ ~r~~arnin~ and ~lu~lins, bistro and pr~tamiu~, s&m-, conjugate and 
~hysi~l~gicai~y active proteins. These di~u~i~~s on ind~vidua1 proteins farm valuable summ~i~s 
not usually found in books of this type. The strict adherence; to the c~~rnis~~ af proteins produces 
~rta~~ annrn~~, Tlrere is, for example, $t d~~i~~d amount of the ~hern~st~ of h~rn~g~~b~~s from 
d~~~~~t annals but no rn~~t~~~ af the ~atb~r more i~t~r~stin~ variants of ~urna~ ba~rn~g~~b~~~ 
~r~umabIy this ~~~ctj~~ arase because at the time of kiting di~~r~n~s in human ba~rn~gI~bi~ 
were d~m~~strat~d largely by Fb~i~a~ and not chemical t~h~i~~~. Ho~ver~ this suti of thing 
must always arise: where an author is concerned primarily with one part~~lar asp& of a subject. 
Xn this case it in no way detract from the s~cess af the tr~~t~~t of the main topic of the book, 
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particular compound by reference to its empirical formula. The emphasis throughout is on synthetic 
methods and physical properties. This large compilation is not entirely free from misprints. In the 
statement, for example, on p. 37 ‘*treated CHzFCHaCl with PBr, at 100” and obtained CM,FCH,Br,” 
“CH,FCH&l” should read “C~*FCH~~H”. 

~though a large range of fluoronation methods is described, those are generally treated in a 
non-critical manner. This perhaps is not a drawback in a book which attempts to cover so much 
ground. The presentation is good and conforms to the usual high standards of American Chemical 
Society monographs, 

It should be said that all workers in the fluorine field should possess this most valuable work of 
reference. 

B. C. SAUNDERS 

NIL& HUDLICK~: Chemie O~~kych Slo&enin F‘luoro. ~~oslovenoke Akademie Ved., Prague 

1958. 360 pp_, Kcs 38,JO. 

THIS interesting book on organic fluorine compounds, written in the Crech language, is published by 
the Czechoslovakian Academy of Sciences. The reviewer would like to emphasis at the outset that a 
reader of no particular linguistic ability, but equipped with an inexpensive Czech dictionary will find 
no difficulty in translating this useful book even though it is written in one of the less known European 
Ianguages, The author’s style is simple and direct. ParagrdphS are pleasantly short and the description 
of almost every chemical reaction is accompanied by an equation, which moreover indicates reagents, 
conditions and yields obtained. In addition, every equation is accompanied by a number giving 
reference to the original literature. 

In an introduction, the author is at pains to point out that no single writer can cover the “full 
breadth and depth” of the subject and he therefore draws attention to a number of books on 
specialised aspects of fluorine chemistry. This list, though very useful, does not go beyond 1954. 
In general, literature references are complete up to 1956. 

Ten chapters cover a wide range of topics in which both aliphatic and aromatic compounds are 
concerned. To begin with the author deals briefly with the history of fluorine chemistry and with 
safety measures required in laboratory work. The second chapter deals with the resistance of various 
materials towards fluorine and hydrogen fluoride. Then follows a chapter on Auorinating agents 
and one on methods of introducing fluorine into organic compounds. A chapter is devoted to details 
of the preparation of selected organic fluorine compounds. 

A very useful chapter describes the more implant reactions of organic fluorine compounds. 
Such processes as hydrogenation, reductions by sodium, zinc and lithium aluminium hydride, 
halogenation, nitration and hydrolysis are dealt with. 

Physical properties are given in considerable detail, but only passing reference is made to the 
outstanding physiological properties of certain organic fluorine compounds. 

Analytical methods are discussed and the final chapter deals with the practical applications of 
organic fluorine compounds. 

It is usually the practice (quite correctly in the reviewer’s opinion) of authors of original com- 
munications to place their names in alphabetical order at the head of a paper. Nevertheless this may 
often mean that the work of a senior author, whose name occurs late in the alphabet, may be difficult 
to trace in the general literature. To overcome this difllculty Dr. Hudlicky has given a subsidiary 
author index which enables the reader to trace the papers of a senior author when such papers are 
not immediateIy obvious in the main bibliog~phy (which gives 806 references). 

Every worker in the fluorine field should be in possession of this most useful book. 

B. C. SAUNDERS 

JOHN C. SHEEHAN (Editor-in-chief): Organic Syntheses. Vol. 38, John Wiley, New York, 1958. 
vii + 120 pp., S4.CO 

OVER the course of the years few books have been of more importance to organic chemists throughout 
the world than the many volumes of Organic Syntheses. Not only have these books provided chemists 
with a large number of tested pr~dures for the synthesis of generally useful organic impounds, 


